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Who am I

« Compscl background, specifically
Human Computer Interaction and VR

* Freelance lighting designer for \\
concerts, nightclubs and festivals ™

 Video artist, DJ, graphic
designer, promoter

 Document and openly share as much
as I can

 Subcity Radio alumni, designed
subcity.org

« Started a project called btitrot



BitRot i1s digital decay

Just as organic matter decays, so does the web as we
know 1t

It ts down to us to extract the good things from the
past and reuse them in new growth



An independent directory hosted in Glasgow, Scotland

Braid is a not-for-profit digital archive, run on a domestic internet connection using torrents and a basic file server.
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upcoming gigs

Hi, my name is ada

ot 4 i " ; i i ; ; I'm a person, based in Glasgow. | Like:
i'm an artist, technician, and dj. my job-is designing and operating the lighting at clubs and concerts. i also create live visuals by glitching old « Lighting Design
analogue video hardware, and im a programmer with a degree in computer science and a lot of hobbyist electronics experience.
. i have been performing live music since i was a child and have been helping run club nights and club night-adjacent ever ce 2021.iam a #%_\ Community Radio % §8
former station manager of subeity radio and also the one who made their website
i F i & & Happy Hardcore & a
site contains information about mé, my work, and things that i like. it's béen witten by hand in plain html, css, and the tiniest bit of javascript
i would love to.chat to you! you can find my contact details at the bottom of this page. limlknown'as
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workshop facilitating

Tape Research Programme [Strange Field] (2025)

L] n
Tutor [Sound Lab] (2025)
Synth Instructor [Girls Rock Glasgow] (2024)
Youth Music Initiative DJ Workshops [Radio Buena Vida] (2024)

How to Be an Ascetic Weirdo [CUBE Bristol] (2023)
DJ Workshops [Music Broth] (2022)

Music Production Workshop [Glasgow Zine Fair] (2021)
DJ Workshop [Subeity Radio] (2019)
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Stereo

Stereo is a cafe, bar, and venue located in central Glasgow. It consists of an upstairs area with tables and chairs, where food and drink is served from midday until 9pm, and a downstairs venue space, where both gigs and club nights

Stereo
are held.

Contents [hide]
1 Accessibility

1.1 Bar & Food (Upper Ground Floor)

1.2 Venue (Basement)

1.3 Contact

2 Technical Details

2.1 Sound
21.1 PA
2.1.2 Desk
2.1.3 Monitors
2.1.4 Backline
2.1.5 Multicore Name  Stereo
2.1.6 Microphones Capacity 300
2.1.7 DIs Function Gigs, Clubs, Bar/Cafe
2.1.8 Power Address 22-28 Renfield Ln, Glasgow, G2 5AR
2.1.9 Stands Website www.stereocafebar.com
2.1.10 D)
Lighting and Visuals
2.2.1 Fixtures
2.2.2 Control
2.2.3 Video
2.2.4 Power

ACCCSSibility [ edit | edit source]

From the about us X page on Stereo's website:

Bar & Food (Upper Ground Floor) [edit | editsource ]
"Stereo has a wheelchair lift from street level which provides access to the main bar for food and drink. There is an accessible toilet on this level.
Music during the day & evening allows for conversations while later on into the night the music volume increases as the bar gets busier. We're rarely rowdy. While space at the bar can be cramped when ordering, the tables are reasonably well spaced apart.

Lighting is typically static. While dimmer in the evening, the space is well lit for customers at all times."

Venue (Basement) [edit | edit source ]

"Unfortunately, we don't have wheelchair access to the basement venue at present. Venue toilets are up a set of stairs. We are happy for all patrons and their party to attempt to access the basement venue in any manner they feel comfortable with. As a venue we can provide
advice on this.

As a venue, the music genres and intensity can vary, we'd suggest checking events before attending if you have specific sensory requirements or needs.

ghting while re e dore butthe venile voulshoyld expect fo be es and eventc






The absolute state of things

* One size fits all, cultural flattenting
 Scraping->training->slop regurgitation

« Skinner box infintite scroll attention economy wtith
no opt out

« Value extraction from artists while holding them
hostage

e No privacy, limited control over online identity

« Systems designed to encourage passive consumption,
dissaude uploading/self-hosting

« Censorship, soctally conservative values



Our alternatives

« Self hosted

« Custom code/Open source
e Local communtity focused
« Not-for-profit

« Slow and mindful

« Unique and creative



The near future

« Most of the good stuff that we’'re up to is against
the desires of big companies, governments, or both

« It looks like living on the fringes might be
getting harder

« Bots and automattion are permanently changing the
open web

« Combtnation of more stringent rules and mass
automated survetillance

« We need to proactively consider solutions to
potential problems



What can we do?

e We do not stick our heads i1n the sand

« We have to examine every part of the system, and
learn how to operate i1t autonomously

* Qur missing link ts the network; who can we look to
that has solved this problem before?



What are WCNs? How do they
work?

* Wireless Community Networks: non-
profit grassroots meshes of wift
routers

* If each person establishes a
connection to a handful of
neilghbours, your community’s data
can hop across the city without a
central control point

* Some examples include NYCMesh 1in
New York City, and Freifunk 1in
Germany




Does Glasgow need a WCN?

« The traditional goal of some WCNs (low cost
equitable internet access) could offer something 1in
low-1ncome areas

e Today I'm more interested in the posibilities for
encouraging direct participation, alternative
structures, local community, privacy, and freedom
of expression and publishing

« Would allow us to safequard our self-hosted
systems, and ensure more people can run similar
ones



Corollaries of a Glasgow
Meshnet

* No more psychological load of surveillance
e Using something you actively helped butild

« Something more intimate/communal than the wtide open
internet



Closing thoughts

« We don’t necessartily need to go out and buy big
antennas tomorrow

« But knowing that we could, and thinking about what

that may do, can help inform the infrastructure
that we build today.
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