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Newsiin brief

Reith Halls to be
sold off - :

Reith Hall, one of Glasgow

- University’s catered halls of
residence is to be ‘sold off’ at
the end of this academic year
Guardian discovered at the end
of last weck, resulting in the
redundancies  of  twelve
employers,

At a recent meeting of the
University Strategy
Committee it was claimed that
the condition of the property,
its financial running costs and
the: long-term strategy of stu-
dent accommodation demands
were all taken into considera-
tion before the final decision
was reached.

A University spokesperson
told Guardian, “Approximately
tiwelve staff are directly affect-
ed and have been notified ver-
bally that their posts will be
made redundant as of either
4th July or 31th July 2003 -

A guide to plagarism

LESS THAN six months after
the University shelled out
thousands of pounds for a
state of the art ‘Anti Plagarism
System’, a step by step guide
to stealing inteflectual proper-
ty is available to students for
under ten pounds.

The University recently
invested in a subscription to
‘turnitin.com,’ a specialist site
dedicated to preventing pla-
garism, which claims to hold a
database of “ ns” of web
pages and published works.
But ‘The Cheeky Guide to
Student Life’ available in the
John Smith’s & Son bookstore
offers Glasgow University stu-
dents ‘five golden steps’ to
nicking other peoples work, “a
cardinal sin” according to offi-
cial University guidelines.

John Andrew Murray, Vice
President for Accademic
affairs, said, “Although it's
quite ‘tongue in cheek’, I still
think it’s unfortunate that this
book appears to encourage
plagiarism”.

Ancient degree
returned

A THREE-hundered-year-old
Glasgow University~ degree
was retumed this month. The
Master of Arts degree was pre-
sented to Henry Stevenson of
Dunlop, University Librarian
in1772-1773 who later went on
to become minister of the
parish  of ~ Blantyre in
Lanarkshire.

The document was discov-
ered by Mr EW.G. Newell of
Oxford while working for a
removal firm, -

The University Archivist,
Lesley Richmond, is delighted
that ‘the .degree  has been
returned. “This'is in excellent
condition and the wax seal is
still attatched and it is still'in
the original metal casing.

Glasgow University Guardian 12th February 2003

Fears over mobiles rise

Holes burned

in brains of

rats by mobile radiation

Aaron Pan

FEARS REGARDING the safety of
mobile telephones and base sta-
tions escalated last week as a
report  published in  the
Envirommental Health News scien-
tific journal claimed that expe
ments conducted Lo investigate
the possible dangers of mobile
phone usage found that radiation
from GSM (Global System for
Mobile Communication) phones
burned holes in the brains of rats.
The results of the experiments
should be of particular concern to
Glasgow University staff and stu-
dents after the Guardian reported
in its last issue that numerous
mobile phone masts were to be
around campus in an
attempt to raise University funds
Christine Jude, spokesperson
for the Mobile Operators
Association, was quick to defend
the mobile phone industry’s posi-
tion in light of the new findings:
“The report found dark spots to
show up and not holes as such.”
However, one can hardly imagine
mobile phone users to be ecstatic
at the news that they will only be
walking around with dark spots in
their brains rather than holes.
Recently, the Government set
up an independent expert group
led by Sir William Stewart to con-
duct extensive research into possi-
ble health effects from mobile
handsets and base stations. In the
report, Sir William Stewart con-

Subcity

Alison Earles

erected

SUBCITY RADIO was taken off
air last Sunday after its virgin
voyage on AM was beset with
technical problems.

The University radio station,
which usually only has a four-
week FM contract every year, has
been blamed by staff and SRC
members in the John Melntyre
building for disturbance of electri-
cal equipment. The AM signal
was being received and broadcast
by telephones in the building, as
well as the building’s intercom
and tannoy systems and, bizzare-
ly, a digital video camera belong-
ing to GUST.

Station Manager Rick Webster
explained: “It's basic physics real-
ly. There's nothing wrong with
our equipment. It's to do with the
age of the wires in the phone sys-
tem.

“The system was installed in
about 1995, which is ancient by
phone standards, so the wires are
receiving the very weak AM sig-
nal we are transmitting.”

Rick added that the station
uses a‘standard low power trans-
mitter’ which transmits at a level
specified by EU guidelines, at
which nearby equipment should

cluded that: “the balance of evi-
dence does not suggest that
mobile phone technologies put
the health of the general popula-
tion of the UK at risk.
some preliminary evidence that
outputs from mobile phone tech-
nologies may cause sublle biolog-
ical cffects although, importantly,
these do not necessarily mean that
health is affected.”

With regards to base stations
and mobile masts, the Stewart
Group found that there could be
indirect adverse effects on the
well-being of those living and
working near them, recommend-
ing that particular attention be
paid to the installation of base sta-
tions near schools and other sensi-
tive sites and that the beams
should not fall on these sites with-
out agreement from those affect-
ed

There is

Clearly the University has
cither chosen to ignore the advice
of the Stewart Report or
University bosses are suffering,
from memory loss due to over
exposure to radiation themselves,
as students have been kept in the
dark with regards to the installa-
tion of the mobile masts around
campus. No representatives from
the University were available for
comment on the issuc.

The safety of mobile phones
has been heavily disputed by the
phone industry who argue that
there has been no comprehensive

empirical evidence to suggest that
mobile phone usage has any detri-
mental effect on_human health
However, radio waves emitted by
phones and base stations arc
proven to be absorbed by human
heads, although mostly in superfi-
cial tissues. I response, the
National - Radiological
Board states: “Nevertheless, there
does remain a need for further
research” and most mobile phone
users would probably agree.
Before people whip them-

Protection

phones it in

not be affected. However, the sta-
tion was taken off air amid fears
that the signal was interfering
with the fire and panic alarm sys-
tems. Despite the fact that appar-
ently unrelated problems have
occurred with the panic alarm sys-
tem in the past, building staff have
erred on the side of caution and
shelved the broadcast while the
problem is investigated.

The paranoia of estates and

Photo: Subcity Archive

buildings descended into farce
when, despite the broadcast hav-
ing been turned off, they switched
off the internet broadcast after
insisting it was interfering with
the building’s systems. The inter-
net feed was only restored when
Martin Deutsch, the SRC IT spe-
cialist, explained that the net
broadcast is conducted entirely
electronically and could not possi-
bly cause interference.

Photo: Catriona Hutchinson

selves into a frenzy of paranoia
about the humble dog and bone, 1t
would probably be wiser to wait
for the results of further rescarch
that will be conducted such as
those  reported  in the
Environmental Health News. With
47 million mobile phone users and
35,000 base stations in the LK
alone, Glasgow University
dents should take comfort in the
fact that they will not be the onls
ones walking around with holes i
their head.

CU concern

Continued from front page

ciled with the SRC. Asked why
the link had been removed,
Jonathan explained; “there is
some material on the site, which is
badly worded and could possibly
cause unnecessary offence. Our
own website contains a dis-
claimer, explaining that the views
on linked sites are not necessarily
those of the university CU. We do
however believe that homosexual-
ity is wrong.”

Satisfied that the link has now
been removed, the SRC has
agreed to let the CU be affiliated
once again with the SRC, and the
newly appointed webmaster for
the CU website has agreed to keep
a closer eye on linked material.

However, Robert McLaggan,
president of the University
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Association (LGBT),
has slammed the CU's irresponsi-
bility in being seen to endorse
“controversial and derogatory
comments”. He told the Guardian,
“I believe that everyone has the
right to be accepted for who or
what they are. Will the CU wel-
come them? Or try to convert
them as soon as they walk
through the door?”,
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Six months for Subcity

Glasgow Student Radio
license granted

James Morgan

SUBCITY RADIO,  Glasgow
University’s award-winning inde-
pendent radio station, has been
successfully granted a six month
AM  broadcast licence. From
November 1st, Subcity will be
transmiting live across the cam-
pus on 1350 AM and online
worldwide at wiwwsubcity.org.

Itis hoped that the pioneering
AM broadcast will be aired in
addition to the annual 28 day FM
transmission in February. It has
been designed to give Glasgow
University students even greater
‘opportunities o gain radio experi-
ence. A delighted Station manager
Richard Webster told Guardian
“This year we wanted to build on
our FM success. The new AM
broadcast licence represents our
continuing drive todevelop
Subcity and establish ourselves as
Scotland’s leading independent
radio station.”

Set up seven years ago to pro-
vide students with an alternative
tocommercial radio, Subcity
quickly established. itself as an
important player in the Glasgow
e e, Th station acsaes
Taunch pad for the university's
most talented presenters, Dls and
live bands. Last year's broadcast
featured  Kinky  Afro, The
Argonauts, Jo Mango and The
Necdles, alongside shows hosted
by Glasgow club favourites

Optimo, the Freak Menoovers, Hi
Karate and Bebado.

Guest performers have includ-
ed Biffy Clyro, Finley Quaye and
the Scratch Perverts: a list which
reflects the station’s commitment
o exploring the boundaries of
modem music. “Our aim is to
offer ou listeners a healthy diver-
sity of sounds”, explained
Webster, “Last year we featured
everything from Brooklyn hip-
hop to cetic funk.”

Subcity also enjoys a reputa-
tion for organising some of the
best club nights throughout the
city, including the consistently
sold-out launch party at The
Arches. This yeat is set to be their
busiest yet, as Events Manager
Tamsyn Dent explained: “We've
got several club nights confirmed,
including the official AM broad-
cast launch party at The Renfrew
Ferry on November 14th, Already
this year we've hosted DJ sessions
at Jii's Bax, which were massive-
1y successful and our opening club
night at the Woodside Social was
completely sold out.”

The night, which featured
funk, hip-hop and drum'ribass
Djs, was designed (o introduce
new students to the Subeity sound
and encourage them toget
involved with the running of the
station. “The response this year
has been fantastic”, said Webster,
who explained that students

Photo: Courtesy of www.glasgowstudent.net

should not be intimidated by the  Wogetinvolved, both on and off
station's underground image. “We

offer enthusiastic, talented stu-
dentsthe chance to gain their first
practical experience of working in
radio.”
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here are scores of people wander-
ing aimlessly around the Art
School all looking for answers to
the same question. Keeping the
line up hush-hush even on the
night clearly hasn't stopped many from
handing over their tenner but the resulting
rumours range from the promising, (Tobias
Schmidt, Subhead) to the vague (‘interna-
tional death squad of djs'?). That Test can
pull this off says a great deal for their repu-
tation in Glasgow. There are of course other
good techno nights in the city but few real-
ly come close to capturing what makes Test
so special. Consistently the filthiest, dirtiest
music you'll ever hear that somehow man-
ages 10 keep a dancefloor packed until the
lights come up.
It's possible that putting on Black

“Faces look like
they might split”

Sabbath and Ramones tribute bands down-
stairs is a deliberate statement of identity by
Test, that they're the obvious modern day
equivalent and successors to the tradition of
music that scares your mum. Equally possi-
ble, however is that because birthdays are
best spent getting fucked-up and jumping
around for a bit, you can't really go wrong
with Birmingham and New York’s finest
exports. Tribute Ozzy is short, stocky and
bald which does detract from the overall
effect somewhat but full marks to the
Ramones boys for making the effort with
some truly awful wigs.

Finally, after comering one of the organ-
isers, we establish that the “international
death squad is Shandy, Steve Glencross and
Dave Tarrida which, to be honest, comes as.
a bit of a disappointment (but after all the

rumours almost anything was going to be a
let-down). ~ After quite a predictable open-
ing set from Shandy, the night suddenly
begins to take off as Steve Glencross offers a
Iesson in how to rock a dancefloor with the
filthiest of filthy techno.

his is only the second month back

at the Art School after Test's far

too brief association with the now

defunct Alaska. Dark and poorly

designed Alaska may have been,
but the sound system pissed all over the £99
Woolworths affair that's on display tonight.
It buzzes and cracks all over the place at
times and generally lets down an otherwise
fantastic venue.

Soiit all comes down to Dave Tarrida to
prove himself worthy of that headlining
slot. Uncharacteristically, he shows a sur-
prising amount of restraint for the first half
of his set. The breakdowns are long and the
basslines dark and moody but just when the
crowd shows any signs of flagging, Tarrida
throws in something filthy and the floor is
once again a mass of flailing limbs. All
around, people are gurning and grinning so
hard their faces look like they might split.
Glowing, sweating strangers keep hugging
me as if they and I don’t smell like we do.

Music so aggressive shouldn’t make you
this happy but this goes way beyond the
indulgences of house. Indeed, while Test
would no doubt laugh at the house cliche of
a yellow-brick road to non-elitist, inclusive
ulopia, it actually gets closer to achieving it
than almost anyone.

The latter part of Tarrida's set sees him
finally letting go and the last half-hour
especially is vintage Test which washes
away all of the initial disappointment with
the line up. Pure sonic assault that you
couldn’t walk away from even if your ears
were bleeding

Clubs 11

Danger! Test
In progress

Five years old and still able to
shock. Nothing compares to Test.
Ryan Balmer was at the party.

Making waves

Subcity, Glasgow's award-winning
student radio station is now on air.
Stef Macbeth investigates.

tudent radio isn’t all aspirational
posh girls trying to be Sara Cox,
or po-faced nerdy muso's being
sacred about boring indie songs.
The annual FM boadcast of
Subcity is actually good. Unlike Radio 1 (or
almost any other radio station) you don’t
hear the same Coldplay song three times
every hour because Subcity don't do
playlists. That's right, Subcity Radio is
actually independent of those music indus-
try wankers who conrol everything we hear
on Radio 1 et al. The absence of any signifi-
cant Pirate radio in Scotland makes the
need for decent independent student radio
all the more desperate. Which is why the
launch of Subeity’s AM and internet broad-
cast is such a significant event for those of
us that value independence in music and
broadcasting. Instead of just one month
annually, we're now able to tune in to
Subcity nearly all year round.

Subcity’s FM launch every February
always attracts attention right across the
Glasgow community. Last year’s launch
party filled The Arches, while stalwarts of
Glasgow’s underground club scene like
Kinky Afro, Radar, Bughouse and Optimo
all hosted regular shows for the station. The
decision to supplement the annual FM
broadcst with an AM / internet broadcast
the rest of the year, gives Subcity Radio the
chance to consolidate and build on their
already credible position in Glasgow’s cul-
tural scene

And this month’s launch party at the
Renfrew Ferry was demonstration (if we
needed it) that Subcity mean business. The
fact that they managed to fill a southside
venue on a wet Thursday night in
November shows the level of support the
station has from the student populace. We
were rewarded with a line-up that included
Soma’s Nick Peacock (fresh from his pro-
duction work with Universal Principles)
and Glasgow’s finest purveyors of Brazilian
Drum'n'Bass, hip-hop and electronica,
Bebado. An authentic Capoeira display

(Brazil's answer to breakdancing), a Samba
band and Caipirinha (Brazil's national spir-
it) for a quid, completed the Brazillian
theme. What was really on show though,
was Subcity’s commitment to diversity and
authenticity.

his same commitment is reflected
in the range of shows they've
secured for the AM broadcast
Diversity is coupled with quality
giving under-represented music
cultures a voice. Every Thursday, for exam-
ple, there's a show from Mungo's Hifi, the
only people who are doing regular
Dub/Reggae nights in the city;

While most student radio stations are
little more than cv padding for students
who want to work in radio, Subcity pro-
vides a service to its listeners and the
Glasgow community at large.  Which is

" ?

There's a com-
mitment to diver-
sity and authen-

1 1 n
ticity
why they've managed to secure flagship
shows from the likes of Optimo, Bebado and
Mish Mash for the AM broadcast.

Not satisfied with reclaiming Sunday's
back from the Antique Road Show, Optimo
are now reclaiming Friday evening radio
back from Pete Tong (catch them at 7-9
every weck from 6 December). Saturday
sees shows from Bebado (6-8) followed by
Mish Mash until 10pm. Giants of the

Glasgow club community are taking the sta-
tion seriously. So should we.

Subeity Radio is notw on air. Check 1350MW or
wnowsubity.org
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Back surfing the airwaves

With SubCity Radio, Glasgow University’s very own radio station, going back on air on the 15th February Guardian
tunes in to the future of student radio. Guardian current editor talks to Ken Garner, ex-editor of Guardian and currently
Radio Correspondent for the Scotland on Sunday, about the direction of youth radio and the possible future for SubCity.

giving these presenters a show in which they
arcallowed to say what they want and play any
music they wantis takinga risk. No other radio
station would ever do this. The

commercial stations
wouldn't

certain programmes should be on at what tinme
I this inhibiting? *It may have been something
that won the award for SubCity. It seems to be
getting more strcamlined and

sructurad
at the

e SubCity Radio was awarded the
Radio One *Best Student Radio Station®
award, many have been waiting with
cipation for the next broadeast. From
bruary to the 14th March, Glasgow will
be able to listen o the City’s only aliernative
radio station. Broadcasting on 106.2 FM,
SubCity hopes to reinvigorate the air waves and
give those between the ages of 15 and 28 more
choice of what to listen to on the wircless,
Guardian spoke 1o Ken Garner, radio
correspondent with the Scorland on Sunday
1o try and find what student radio means
to the national press. “It s not necessarily

and better. There have been aspirations for the
station to become a 24 hour a day 365 days of
the year radio station instead of just for the
month that it is currently mired 1o, What arc

the chances of SubCity Radio becoming as big
as say Clyde 12 What does the future hold tor
ubCity? Ken Garner believes that with a new

Radio Authority committee that s becoming
very torward-looking the vignis are encouragn
I two or three years SubCiny could Took 1ot
nd ¢

ane o twa Glasgow licenees that il

dllow them 1o broadeast all vear around

central Scotland icence that will by

student radio but more radio for peaple
aged hetween 15 and 24, people who are
badly catered for by the commercial
stations. Although some would say that
Radio I caters for this audience, they could
never give the local or underground flavour to

mailable m o o theee vears s tiken b
Kiss IAL then

a danee staton such o
SubCiny will strusgle o
for its own brand of R
station similar 10 Scor T wa

Y liconcc then it swould open the way for SubC in
their broadeast that a station ik SubCity could, and they. Tam surc. wonld tind it 4 lo casier
This is therefore 1 good argument for alternative Tt would scem, then, that Sub ey has i o

youth stations.”

1 is perhaps the risks that a youth oriented
station can take that makes SubCity so
Garner remarked, a lot of good da
shows and lively offbeat early evening shows
given to people such as the Johnny 7, Douglas
from the BMX bandits and Bruce Morton. By

risk it
and Radio 1
can not afford ro."

ook forard to. It is hoped that ther Lt

expense
S\ the experiment
ation. But at the same time striking a balance
between the two is important.”

of  broadeast will be as good as, or better, than

previous broadcases. The hopes are that e will

surpass many of the ambitions standards set by

v? Each presenter had
to give in a “demo’ tape and the schedule was
worked out with a st

Jo Coomber, station manager, and her team
Guarduan certainly thinks so can't it ol the
£ music stars.

After all the success that SubCiry has recently
won it seems only natural that it will get |

SubCity schedule

The days and times of the fantastic shows that you really should listen out for...

agenda in mind of when

The high lights of the months
broadcast? Well... The Johnny
7... the daily news
programme... and obviously,
the Good Times Show!
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